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on these big challenges, because that’s what
I've been working for. I've been working for
the day that when I left office, this country
would have both the self-confidence and the
capacity to build the future of our dreams
for our children. And we can do it now.
That’s what I think we ought to be doing.

[Dr. Smith and Mayor Coleman thanked the
President for his participation. ]

The President. Thank you all.

NoTE: The roundtable began at 4:40 p.m. in the
East Room at Eastgate Elementary School. In his
remarks, the President referred to State Rep-
resentative Joyce Beatty; City Council President
Matthew D. Habash; State House Minority Lead-
ers Jack Ford; and Gary Allen, vice president Ohio
Education Association. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on Legislation on Trade
With the Caribbean Basin and Africa

May 4, 2000

Today’s vote is a key milestone toward en-
actment of legislation that will launch a new
era of cooperation between the United States
and our partners in Africa and the Caribbean
Basin. This important measure will strength-
en our economic partnership with these na-
tions, lower trade barriers, help developing
nations to lift their people out of poverty,
and create a more secure world. I congratu-
late those Members of Congress who have
worked hard to reach agreement on this bill.
I look forward to signing this historic legisla-
tion into law upon final passage.

Message on the Observance
of Cinco de Mayo, 2000

May 4, 2000

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Cinco de Mayo.

This annual celebration of the Mexican
Army’s triumph at the Battle of Puebla re-
minds us all of Mexico’s long-standing com-
mitment to the ideals of freedom and self-
determination. United by our common con-
victions, the United States and Mexico have
long enjoyed warm ties of friendship and mu-
tual respect, and in recent years, our two na-
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tions have worked hard to cultivate this in-
creasingly close partnership. From the arts
to business to education to the environment,
citizens of the United States and Mexico are
gaining a greater understanding and a new
appreciation of each other, increasing our
prospects for a future of peace and pros-
perity.

We must continue Working to open new
bridges of friendship and cooperation. This
is a promising time for the Americas, and
we have an historic opportunity to build our
collective economic strength, improve the
well-being of our people, and advance the
movement toward democracy of all the na-
tions in our hemisphere. As we celebrate
Mexico’s valiant fight for independence, let
us rededicate ourselves to the principles that
inspired the Mexican patriots who fought at
Puebla and strive together to forge a brighter
future for all our citizens.

Best wishes to all for a wonderful celebra-
tion.

Bill Clinton

Proclamation 7303—National
Day of Prayer, 2000

May 4, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Throughout our Nation’s history, Ameri-
cans have come before God with humble
hearts to ask forgiveness, to seek wisdom, and
to offer thanksgiving and praise. The framers
of our democracy, on a quest for freedom
and equality, were fueled by an abiding faith
in a just and loving God, to whom they
turned often for guidance and strength.

Succeeding generations of Americans,
striving to preserve that freedom in the face
of challenges posed by enemies abroad or
conflict at home, also turned their hearts and
minds to God in prayer. Today, whether cele-
brating the special moments in our lives,
searching for strength and meaning in the
face of problems or grief, or simply giving
thanks for the blessing of a new day, Ameri-
cans continue to use the powerful medium

of prayer.



